Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 66June 1973 anatomical detail is, however, insufficient for the candidate for higher degrees and the budding gynaecological surgeon.
Emphasis in gynecology has moved increasingly towards a study of applied physiology and psychiatry as a-basis for predominantly medical forms of therapy. One must therefore question whether the approach favoured in this volume is the most appropriate for the practitioner of tomorrow The Boston School of Otorhinolaryngology is pre-eminent in studies relating to the surgical pathology of the human temporal bone. Any publication originating from this source will be well produced, factually accurate and informative. This particular volume is no exception, although it breaks new ground in contrasting serial sections of normal human and cat temporal bones, with in-depth photographs of the celloidin-embedded blocks just prior to cutting the sections. The value of this to students of histological anatomy is enormous. One is only surprised that this publication has been delayed so long. One of the commonest animals used in otological research is the cat. A detailed knowledge of the normal anatomy of this animal's temporal bone is obviously essential if experimentally induced abnormalities are to be accurately identified. Such information has not previously been available and adds to the intrinsic value of this publication. It is difficult to see how any otologist interested in the furtherance of his craft can fail to add this slim, but expensive, volume to his already overcrowded bookshelves. written; consequently the instructions represent the practice at one hospital. This is certainly no disadvantage as it has resulted in a uniformity of style and absence of repetition which make for readability. Each topic is dealt with in a simple didactic manner which gives an outline of the problem, followed by practical instructions on how to cope with it, as regards further investigations which would be required, and treatment. I think this book brilliantly succeeds in its aim of teaching the straightforward care of the newborn, so that even the novice would do the right thing at the right time. It will certainly become essential reading for junior pwediatric staff (and perhaps also for obstetric housemen). It is also useful to the pediatrician who has to prepare a large number of lectures to nurses. It is inevitable that in a book which purposely aims at simplification there will be disagreement on many minor points, but these do not detract significantly from an excellent book.
LEO STIMMLER Chemotherapy ofVirus Diseases, vol 1 edited by D J Bauer International Encyclopedia of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Section 61 pp xiii +431 £8.75 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1972 This volume sets a very comprehensive standard as a reference work for research workers. Despite a commitment to clinical aspects 'wherever possible', there is very little of interest for the clinician. The bulk of the work deals with assay techniques, structural activity relationships and modes of action, with the laboratory experimental evidence given in support of the conclusions presented. Interspersed amongst this material are a few clinical applications and trials. One wonders about the wisdom of producing such a detailed and lengthy book covering this rapidly developing field, as it will require frequent re-writing. For instance,, there are 100 pages of tables charting experiments relating to antiviral activity of purines and pyrimidines.
The cost and sheer weight of material make it suitable for a library reference book. One feels that almost any details relating to this subject can be found within its covers. This book consists of seven chapters covering the following topics: collection, fixation and staining of cells for electron microscopy; and individual chapters on erythrocytes, granulocytes, megakaryocytes and platelets, lymphocytes, plasma cells, and bone marrow structure. Most of the space in the chapters on the cell types is taken up
